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Award-Winning Parade the Circle Celebration Coming June 9 

CLEVELAND — Parade the Circle Celebration, the recipient of the 2001 Governor's Award for Arts 
Outreach in Ohio, Isjust around the corner: Saturday, June 9, 2001, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Cleveland’s 
cultural hub — University Circle. The daylong community arts event features a parade, family activities 
by more than 30 University Circle organizations, food, and performing artists. Presented by the 
Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and University Circle Incorporated (UCI), this /ree event attracts more 
than 35,000 spectators and over 1,700 participants. 

The Parade 

At noon, the Parade begins from CMA's parking lot and proceeds around Wade Oval Green. It features 
costumed stiltdancers, giant puppets, musicians, and dancers. Creative ensembles will be designed and 
constructed by international and local artists as well as by schools and community groups, families, and 
individual participants in the Parade. 

"The theme for this year's Parade is ‘Fancy Nonsense,'" says Robin VanLear, artistic director of 
the Parade and CMA's coordinator of community arts. VanLear was inspired by painter Pablo Picasso's 
Rose Period works (from 1905) and his depictions of the mysterious and elusive world of gypsies, 
harlequins, and acrobats. "Those glimpses of wonder that occur on the periphery of our vision, or that 
come to us in dreams, often tarnish if we try to see or understand them too clearly," she explains. "Proof 
that the truest magic is born within ourselves, a product of our own Imagination. What better than 
'Fancy Nonsense' to symbolize the magic of dreams?" 

Guest artists from Trinidad, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and Toronto will take part in the Parade by 
creating ensembles, serving as technical specialists, and directing outreach programs with various 
community organizations throughout Cleveland. 

Those interested in participating in this year's Parade or any of the workshops should contact 
the community arts department at CMA at (216) 707-2483. 
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The Circle Village 

The Wade Oval festivities, featuring dozens of interactive activities, entertainment, and 
refreshments — will begin at 11 a.m. on Wade Oval Green. New this year will bestrolling musicians, 
jugglers, mimes, and magicians. Musicians will perform on a variety of instruments, including guitar, 
hammered dulcimer, and steel drums. 

On the main stage will be music performances by local and regionally acclaimed groups 
The Zydeco Dependents; Cats on Holiday (a hybrid of Cajun and rock); Hillbilly Idol; and the New Orleans 
Jazz Ensemble (Dixieland jazz). 

Three gateways will mark the main entrances to the Circle Village. Constructed of red scaffolding, 
bamboo, nylon, aluminum, and plastic, each Circle Village gateway is 20-30 feet in height, with "sunburst" 
archways and fluttering spirals, garlands, streamers, and flags. Large tents, arranged in quadrants — north, 
south, east, and west — will feature engaging educational activities for adults and children of all ages that 
reflect the mission of the Circle Institutions. 

"We invite all Greater Clevelanders to spend June 9th in University Circle at Parade the Circle 
Celebration, a truly extraordinary event. It's a fabulous opportunity to experience the vitality of the Circle 
and learn more about our institutions," notes David Abbott, President of UCI. 

For more information about the Circle Village, contact Donna Splegler at UCI, (216) 707-5020. 

« « * 

Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is 
produced by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Circle Village is coordinated by University Circle 
Incorporated. 

The Parade Is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with generous support from The George 
Gund Foundation. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council and the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company, Inc. 

### 

Note: A media kit to be mailed in April will give more details about international artists and Circle 
Village activities. Separate releases on Parade workshops and CMA's April 22 Mask Festival will be 
mailed in March. 
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